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¥7. Here f0llow the three “differences™ (betsween DR and MS DOS)

that Raron has been able to find so far. Except for these differences, ° -
tite -two-0Ss behave similarly, including undocumented calls.

S9¢rrt TherBotitom line is that, given Aaron's current f£indings,

-  ax-Zpplication can identify DR DOS. However, most apps usually
" -bave na business making the calls that will let them

¢ adeoide which DOS (MS or DR) they are running on.

" “Bixcyew thenk. differently ?
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<. i dvBive- asked legal about the implications of ha

ving our apps identify DR DOS

-- and then either refuse to run or run with terrible performance. Feedback

vi.:. 1% expected shortly
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‘;é."z #nis s the list of differences aaron was able to find:
gl &

435" Fomhe DR DOS BOOT RECORD is different. It contains the OEM ID string
AZrick "BIGITAL” in it.
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T¢:- [ Undecomented DOS system call S2H returns a pointer to

: an internal
{4y IrDOS-strocture known as the "sysinit variables*™. .

§

1

e X :;me DR DOS structure does not match well with MS-DOS: :
25, b . SysInitVars STRUC .
SN S SYSI bPB DD ? ; DPB chain
A SYSY SPT DD ? : SFT chain
N SYSI CLOCK DD ? s CIOCK device
R SYSI_CON DD ? ¢ COR device ’
1 3 SYIST_MAXSEC DW 2 ; maximm sector size
- §. SYSI BUF DD ? : buffer chajin
L. .SYSI CDS DD ? : CDS list
E S¥SX PCB DD 2 ; FCB chain
~§3 SYSI Keep DW ? : keep count
Nl # . SYSI NUMIO DB ? ¢ Number of block devices
&n. k. - SYSI NCDS DB ? ; number of CDS's
IR N SYISI DEV. DD ? : device list
) :‘. - SysInitVars ENDS
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: = == 0:0 on DR DOS, never see this on MS-DOS .
£ |"SISL 'BUF ==~ 0:0 on DR DOS, never. see this on MS-DOS .

g =~ 0:0 on DR DOS, never see this on MS-DOS N -
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‘Utdocunented DOS system-calls~32H and 1FH retumn a pointer to an internal

1:D8S structure known-as.the "Drive Parameter Block™.

v 7 k@1 MS=BOS al) of the DPBs are linked together into a dword linked 1ist.
"~ b The. DR:DOS DPBs all have FFFE:FFFF in the link field and do not form

**y-  Fra=IinKed list (this is consistent with the fact that SYSI_DPB =~ 0:0).
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